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JOINT ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD AT NIDDERDALE HIGH SCHOOL

ON WEDNESDAY 21ST APRIL 2010

	Ref:
	Subject



	Attendance
	Present:

Harrogate Borough Councillors:  N Simms, Mrs M Atkinson, L Ellington, I Galloway, R Grange,

Cllr J Fort (NYCC)

Mr C Fowler (National Trust)

Ms C Storey (Natural England)

Mr B Davies (Natural England)

Mr A Smith (NFU)

Cllr C Hawkesworth (Parish Councils)

Mr D Adamson (Friends of AONB)

Mr M Lowsley (Ramblers Association)

Mr O Paish (Derwent Hydro)

Mr J Needle (Derwent Hydro)

Ms K Wooster (Environment Agency)

Officers Present:

Mr P Burgess, Ms A Sijpesteijn, Mrs V Harker (AONB)

Mr G Megson (NYCC) Mr D Allenby, Mr A Derby (HBC)

Apologies

Mr T Wheelwright (Moorland Association)

Cllr Mrs C Hill (HBC)

Cllr Mrs H Garnett (NYCC)

Mr M Stanton (Country Landowners Association)

Mr N Pinner (Yorkshire Water)

Ms L Potter (CPRE) 



	
	

	2.0  
	 Declaration of interest 

CH – Hydropower consultee at National level.

	
	

	3.0
	Minutes of the meting held on 15th October 2009

Were agreed with the addition of Cllr J Fort to apologies

	
	

	4.0
	Matters arising from the minutes

	4.1
	Item 5.0 Quarry Viewing Platform at Greenhow – PB reported that the project has secured funding and construction is taking place.



	4.2
	Item 8.0 Annual Conference – the 2010 conference is to take place at Folkestone 13th – 15th July.  Please contact PB to register an expression of interest in attending

 

	5.0
	Timetable for elections

PB explained the difficulties electing officers last year due to the local elections.  A discussion took place regarding the timing of the AGM.  It was agreed to hold the AGM in late summer and to make a decision at that meeting regarding whether the current officers hold their positions for a further year.



	6.0  
	Hydropower potential in the AONB 

Oliver Paish of Derwent Hydro gave an illustrated presentation outlining the benefits of Hydropower and the process to be gone through before hydropower can be installed.  He explained the procedure that Derwent Hydro had gone through to select potential sites within the AONB area. A copy of the presentation is available from the AONB’s website (http://www.nidderdaleaonb.org.uk/nidderdale-218 )



	
	The following questions were asked following the presentation:



	
	Q What is the real value of KW made during transport to the National Grid?

A  Most of energy made is used on site, remainder would be used on next nearest site.

     Less than 2.5% would be lost, if any.



	
	Q  Are there any grants available?

A  Some local grants are available or the Feed in Tariff – build the scheme then get reward (most

     schemes are 10 yr payback)  Probably would not get grant from both.



	
	Q  What is the lead in time from identifying site to getting scheme up and running?

A  About 2 years



	
	Q  Can a local community set up a scheme for their own benefit?

A  Projects have been established by community groups that issue shares.  Electricity is sold to the National Grid and dividends paid to shareholders



	
	Q  Is the best option to refurbish an existing property rather than new build?

A  Yes if in good condition to start with



	
	Q  Would there be any difference in planning permission if it is refurb rather than new?

A  Permission would be the same



	
	Q  Why does the electricity have to go into the National Grid rather than direct to the local        

     community?

A  The need for separate, independent transmission infrastructure to individual subscribers means that it is not to distribute electricity outside the existing grid viable except for very small schemes involving 2 or 3 individual properties



	
	Q  Which hydro technology is most efficient?

A  The propeller is more efficient than the Archimedian screw, the water wheel is least efficient



	
	Q  Do Yorkshire Water have any schemes?

A  YW have their own in-house strategy, and is investigating potential independently of the AONB’s project.  A turbine is being installed at Grimwith reservoir.  Some 

of the newer built reservoirs may have provision for hydropower.  YW has looked at the feasibility of a scheme at Scar House but would encounter difficulty and high cost in connecting to the National Grid.




	7.0
	Environmental impacts of hydropower development

	
	Karen Wooster of the Environment Agency gave a presentation outlining the potential impact of hydropower and the steps that must be taken to protect the environment before a licence can be issued. A copy of the presentation is available from the AONB’s website (http://www.nidderdaleaonb.org.uk/nidderdale-218 )



	
	The following questions were asked following the presentation:



	
	Q  How does the environmental impact compare with the economic one

A  The cost of screening can be very expensive and needs to be weighed up against the benefits 

    of the scheme e.g. propellers need more screening.



	
	Q  Will schemes affect the drinking water flow?

A  Drinking water supplies that originate in the AONB are from reservoirs rather than rivers.



	
	Q  Has the Environment Agency included a hydro scheme in the Ripon flood alleviation project?

A  Not at present



	
	Q  The Ramblers Association objected to the 12 year licensing period whereby all licenses would 

     end a the same time, has anything been done about that?

A  No, but there is some flexibility where a license for 24 years can be applied for and as little as 6

    years



	
	Q  What is the common end date of the Catchment Abstraction Management Strategy?

A  31 March 2017.  The next one is 12 years later at 2029.



	8.0
	Hydropower and planning policy

	
	Andy Darby of HBC planning gave a presentation and discussed the proposed new policy on renewable energy in the HBC area. He explained that all Hydro schemes require planning permission, the situation, heritage, landscape and visual appearance will all be taken into consideration.  All schemes have a pre application consultation.



	
	The following questions were asked following the presentation:



	
	Q  Is the Scheme at Mickley up and running yet?

A  Planning permission is pending for an Archimedean screw



	
	Q  Is planning permission required for a ground source heat pump?

A  Yes



	
	The following comments were made following the 3 presentations:



	
	· CH - Rivers in this area are very small and fragile - the environmental impact should be taken into consideration before the river flow

· CH - if each hydro project leads to a few % of fish being harmed/killed then the cumulative effect of several schemes on one river could be large

· OP - there is no evidence of large numbers of fish kill on rivers with a sequence of hydro schemes eg. the Derbyshire Derwent; the cumulative effect of nil is nil.

· CH - noted an example of weeds blocking a trashrack and reducing turbine output

· OP - there may be a site-specific problem, but in general weed in turbines is not an issue. In all schemes riverborne debris has to be dealt with by appropriate design.

· CH – recommends colleagues to look at the successful scheme installed at Howsham



	
	PB concluded by saying that OP will complete his work in 4 – 6 weeks and the results will be published on the AONB websiteThe target is for a minimum of 5 schemes in the AONB in the next 12 months.

NS thanked all 3 contributors for their very informative and enjoyable presentations



	9.0
	Delivery plan

	
	PB introduced the report.  He explained that Appendix 1 is looking back over 2009/10. He made particular reference to the grip-blocking scheme at Stean Moor as an example of partnership working, and to grants approved by the LEADER programme. The Annual Review of 2009/10 will be circulated before the end of July

Appendix 2 looks forward to the coming 12 months. PB explained that the programme is about ecosystem service delivery. Action on climate change is a key feature of the programme, and the AONB are working with HBC planners on production of guidance for renewable energy development. Work on health and well-being is a new feature of the AONB’s work.



	
	The following questions were asked:



	
	 Q  Are the housing requirements of retired people being met to the disadvantage of young 

      people?

A  The situation is being monitored



	
	Q  Have Higher Level Stewardship targets in SSSIs been met?

A  The AONB will be working on 12 HLS agreements in the next 12 months



	
	Q  Are there any volunteers who could be walk leaders?

A  Discussions are ongoing with ‘Walk out Well’ who are active in Pateley Bridge



	
	Q  When will the AONB boundary signs be installed on highways?

A  The signs provided were inappropriate.  Discussions are ongoing with Government Office 

     regarding new signs



	
	Q  Are there any compulsory purchase orders for land for building starter homes in Lofthouse?

A  Not that the planners are aware of, but they will look into it.



	
	Q  Can the plan to counter spread non-native flora include Ragwort?

A  Common ragwort is a native plant, although Oxford ragwort is a garden-escape. Control of common ragwort is an obligation under covered the Weeds Act 1959



	
	Q  What is happening with the building at Bewerley Park?

A  Work is in progress for a building to be used as a volunteer base.



	
	It was agreed that the report be received




	10.0
	Planning matters

	
	PB circulated a list of 12 planning consultations for the area from Nov 09 – March 2010 

	
	

	11.0
	Reports from partners

	
	Ramblers Association – the proposals for a bridle bridge at Burley Bridge have been reconsidered because of the environmental impact. The Burley Bridge Association is in consultation with Bradford Metropolitan District Council about revising the specification.



	
	National Trust – Fountains Abbey visitor numbers were down over the winter months but have picked up during March.  A major conservation project is underway to clear the silt from the lake.  Restoration has been done on a derelict barn at How Hill to convert it into holiday flats, and a ground source heat pump has been used for the underfloor heating.



	
	Friends of AONB – there is some money available for conservation projects.  It is proposed to form ‘Firm Friends of the AONB’ for business’s.  The AGM is on Monday 26th April at 7.00 at Kettlesing Millennium Hall – all are welcome to attend.



	
	Pateley Bridge Town Council – expressed concern about tree planting on private land but close to residents.  D Al advised that planning permission is not required.



	12.0
	Date of next meeting

	
	AGM - 9th September (provisional).  


	
	VH to circulate dates for summer visit
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