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JOINT ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD AT NIDDERDALE HIGH SCHOOL

THURSDAY 9TH SEPTEMBER 2010  at 10am

	1.0 Attendance
	Present
	Harrogate Borough Councillors:  Nigel Simms, Margaret Atkinson, Ian Galloway, Christine Hill

	
	
	North Yorkshire County Councillors:  Heather Garnett, John Fort (left after first item)

	
	
	John Corfield (Nidderdale Business Association)

	
	
	Mike Lowsley (Ramblers Association)

	
	
	Roy Philips (National Trust)

	
	
	Neil Pinner (Yorkshire Water)

	
	
	Cllr Chris Hawkesworth (Parish Councils)

	
	
	Andrew Smith (NFU)

	
	
	Mike Pugh (Forest of Bowland)



	
	Officers
	Paul Burgess, Leanne Fox, Sally Childes, Ales Sijpesteijn, Val Harker (AONB)

	
	
	Paul Richardson, Graham Megson (NYCC)



	
	Apologies
	Brian Davies, Claire Storey (Natural England

	
	
	Cllr Richard Grange, Cllr Les Ellington (HBC)

	
	
	Tom Wheelwright (Moorland Association)

	
	
	Chris Fowler (National Trust)



	NS welcomed the speakers, Mike Pugh and Sally Childes to the meeting



	2.0
	Elections


	

	
	Officers
	PB took the chair for this item



	
	
	Chair – Nigel Simms, proposed MA, seconded RG



	
	
	Vice-chair - Heather Garnett, proposed JF, seconded PR



	
	Executive
	Parish Councils - Chris Hawkesworth, proposed TW



	
	
	Special Interest - Tom Wheelwright, proposed HG



	
	Delegates
	Knabs Ridge – Richard Grange, proposed MA, seconded NS



	
	
	LEADER – Margaret Atkinson, proposed NS



	
	JF proposed and IG seconded and it was agreed that the above were elected en-bloc



	
	Harrogate District Strategic Partnership


	Proposed NS, seconded JF that Heather Garnett be elected with Chris Hawkesworth as substitute



	
	Harrogate District Cultural Partnership


	Proposed NS, seconded JF that Heather Garnett be elected with Nigel Simms as substitute



	3.0
	Declaration of Interest


	There were no declarations of interest



	4.0
	Minutes of meeting held on 21st April 2010


	Proposed MA, seconded CHa that the minutes be accepted as a correct record with the amendment that the word ‘econimical’ be inserted between ‘not’ and ‘to’ in the answer to the 7th question in item 6.0



	5.0
	Matters arising from the minutes
	PB reported that, unfortunately, Nidderdale AONB had not been represented at the National Association for AONB’s Annual Conference in July.  However, he reported that Helen Philips of Natural England had spoken of the good relationship with AONBs and had said that Natural England are committed to re-negotiating a further 3 year contract.



	6.0
	Sustainable Tourism

introduction
	PB introduced this item by giving a brief history of a previous project, ‘Navigating Nidderdale’  which was undertaken by the AONB.  He then explained that Yorkshire Dales National Park and AONB together have achieved the ‘European Charter for Sustainable Tourism in protected areas’ (the Charter).



	6.1


	Presentation by Mike Pugh, Business Development Officer, Forest of Bowland
	The Forest of Bowland were awarded the Charter in 2005.  MP gave a presentation which highlighted the achievements since that time. 

· 2005 – produced 5yr plan for tourism which raised tourism profile, created marketing opportunities and offered business development support

· 2006 – part 2 of the Charter, engaged private sector involvement

· 2007 – held business conference, launched sustainable tourism network, produced village leaflets, fishing leaflets & booklet about food suppliers

· 2007 – Adopted the Green Tourism Business Scheme

· 2009 – formed a Company Limited by Guarantee – Bowland Experience, £20 to join, at present has 52 members, Company Directors are tourism operators.

· 2010 – Charter re-awarded for further 5 years until 2015.

· Future – Bowland Experience are looking to develop a package holiday to the area to encourage tourists from outside the area.  This would go towards fulfilling part 3 of the Charter



	6.2
	Questions and answers
	There then followed a question and answer session with the following questions being asked:



	
	Q
	What was the driver for your appointment?

	
	A
	The AONB team were the drivers behind the project and secured funding to employ MP and others for 2 years and have since secured further funding to retain staff to help promote the thriving business community and to form the Company.



	
	Q
	Where did the money come from for the Bowland Experience?

	
	A
	40% from Tourist Board and £20 from each member



	
	Q
	Branding is an important part of the project – is there a local Chamber of Commerce and if so were they involved?

	
	A
	No because there are several different urban Chambers which don’t work together and aren’t involved in the rural area



	
	Q
	Did you consult with with outside bodies when producing leaflets e.g. the fishing leaflet.

	
	A
	Yes, various outside bodies are represented on the AONB JAC.



	
	Q
	(to PB) How will the Charter be developed here?

	
	A
	The National Park are proposing to call a meeting of tourism businesses in November where it is hoped a small steering group will be formed to drive forward the initiative with support from YDNP & NAONB.  A wider forum will then be created to push forward action.

An application has been submitted to LEADER for funding to take the project forward.



	
	Q
	Will HBC support the project?

	
	A
	It needs an independent organisation to bring businesses and the council together



	
	
	Other points raised:

· It is is important to accommodate visitors to the area interested in sport e.g. fishing, cycling, equestrian

· There are not many hotels in Nidderdale to accommodate tourists



	6.3
	
	NS gave a vote of thanks to MP for his presentation.  MP concluded by saying that the Forest of Bowland, NAONB and YDNP could all work together



	7.0
	Heritage Volunteer programme


	Sally Childes, Nidderdale AONB Heritage Officer, gave a presentation about the heritage volunteering project highlighting the following points:

· The project runs for 3 years (until March 2013) and is funded by LEADER and English Heritage

· The aims of the project are:

· Implement the Heritage Strategy

· Encourage access to heritage features and landscapes

· Identify research priorities and facilitate research projects

· Improve management of heritage features (skills training)

· Develop the capacity of volunteers

These aims will be achieved through workshops, open days, training, liaising with local schools and building on existing heritage events.

Next steps are:

· The heritage forum is to be held on 1st October and various heritage events to be incorporated into the 2011 events programme

· Scar House and Lodge village survey and traditional farm building survey (to be undertaken by volunteers)

· Bewerley Park barn to be made fit for purpose.



	8.0
	AONB budget
	PB confirmed that Natural England are reducing their grant to the AONB by 5% this year with a further 10% per year over the next 3 years.  He stated however that AONBs are generally doing a cost effective valuable job and Nidderdale AONB is making a difference.

It is likely that in the future more services will be delivered locally and the AONB will have an important role in this.



	9.0
	Planning matters


	PB circulated a list of 6 planning consultations for the area from April – September 2010 

	10.0
	Reports from partners
	· NYCC – Countryside strategy is being refreshed, AONB will be consulted.

· National Trust – lake project finished and lake will be filled in over next 2 weeks

· Bewerley Parish Council – concerns about engineering works for relocation of Eagle Hall turbine

· Yorkshire Water – project to map existing buildings on farmsteads for Heritage

· Nidderdale Business Association – 6 Dales Walk has been well supported although it is very difficult in places.  Coldstones project and the walking festival will both bring more visitors to Nidderdale.

· Ramblers Association – Dales Way link, Harrogate to Ilkley has been taken off OS map, the path has now been re-routed and Harrogate Ramblers have published a map showing the new route.  

· Ramblers Association – The  Harrogate Ramblers working party working within the Highways Agency area of Harrogate, now that the Agency has been transferred to NYCC better links are   needed as there is no support for work done in the Harrogate District.  Suggested  to make Aiden Raynor aware.  ML to ask groups from other areas if they have  encountered the same problem.



	11.0
	Date of next meeting
	Wednesday 30th March 2011 (to be confirmed)
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