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JOINT ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD AT NELL BANK CENTRE

ON WEDNESDAY 1st JULY 2009

1.0 Attendance

	Present:
	NYCC Councillor:  Mrs H Garnett

	
	Harrogate Borough Councillors: Mr I Galloway,  Mr N Simms, Ms C Hill, Mr R Grange

	
	Mr C Fowler (National Trust)

	
	Ms C Storey (Natural England)

	
	Mr D Dickinson (Parish Councils)

	
	Mr A Smith (NFU)

	
	Mr C Hawkesworth (Parish Councils)

	
	Ms L Potter (CPRE)

	
	Mr T Wheelwright (Moorland Association)

	
	Mr M Lowsley (Ramblers Association)

	
	

	Officers Present:
	Mr P Burgess, Mrs S Parker, (Nidderdale AONB)

	
	Mr G Megson (NYCC)

	
	Mr D Allenby (HBC)

	
	

	Apologies
	Cllr L Ellington, 

	
	Cllr M Atkinson

	
	Mr M Stanton (Country Landowners Association)

	
	Mr D Adamson (Friends of Nidderdale AONB)

	
	Mr B Davies

	
	Mr C Henderson


	Ref:
	Subject


	Action by

	2.0
	Declaration of Interests
	

	
	ML – Item 7 – Ramblers Association is a partner with Burley Bridge Association
	

	
	
	

	3.0
	Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 23rd April
	

	
	Add Cllr H Garnett as attending
	

	
	
	

	4.0
	Matters arsing from the minutes
	

	
	
	

	5.0
	The Yorkshire Peat Project
	

	
	Astrid Hanlon of the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust gave a presentation on their work to date and the way forward.
	

	
	
	

	
	Questions:
	

	
	TW – Owner/Occupiers are not mentioned in Stakeholders – this will cause many challenges for example will you be talking with the Moorland Association.
	

	
	
	

	
	PB – recognised that landowners are in the driving seat for the restoration that they will have to do – without their support the work will not happen.  

AH – advised the meeting that they are in the process of engaging with the Upland Hydrology group to begin to achieve partnership with landowners in this project.
	

	
	
	

	
	ML – what are the negatives associated with the gripping?
	

	
	
	

	
	AH – Work is constantly evolving to ensure we are mindful of the impact on the management/use of the land.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr Garnett gave her thanks to Astrid for her presentation.
	

	
	
	

	6.0
	Public Art project in Greenhow
	

	
	
	

	
	Presentation given by Biddy Noakes and Bob Orange on the proposed public art project at Hansons Quarry, Greenhow.
	

	
	
	

	
	PB explained to the meeting that the proposal is subject of a current planning application and the views of the JAC were being sought by HBC and will be taken into account in the decision making process.  One of the key issues is the landscape impact – concealment has been the focus of previous planning applications at the site and it has been most effective.  As a result t it can be a shock to visitors when they reach the actual quarry and realise the extent of the work that is ongoing.
	

	
	
	

	
	PB introduced Wendy Wright, Landscape Architect from HBC who spoke about her evaluation of the planning application.

Under consideration from the point of Wendy’s assessment was the physical context, sensitivity of the landscape and harm to the landscape from the project.  This is a very exposed landscape and therefore a sensitive area of high visibility.  The proposal is for a small-scale urban development in a rural area.

Harm to the landscape – the creation of the screen bun required an environmental impact assessment and it was necessary for it to be sensitive and respect its remote rural location

This proposal can be viewed from public rights of way, roads as well as being visible from some long distance vantage points.

This application is for a sculpture that is intended as an iconic landmark to attract the public.  It is relevant to consider what its contribution to the landscape is.  It stands apart from its landscape setting and there would therefore be a landscape objection to the development in its current form.  However this would have to be considered against economic returns and educational benefits.
	

	
	
	

	
	Discussion
	

	
	BN – planning permission granted for the screen bund did include permission for a view platform – which this is.
	

	
	
	

	
	CH – this is a well thought out proposal however the yellow line is not necessary and ruins an otherwise excellent sculpture.
	

	
	
	

	
	CF – How many visitors will it attract and what access is there to be/
	

	
	
	

	
	BN – access will be included as part of the new footpath networks that are being created.  It is unlikely that there will be coachloads of people visiting.
	

	
	
	

	
	BO – the visitors book at the old viewing platform had between 700-1000 signatures a year.  
	

	
	
	

	
	CF – imagine 40 years hence when the quarry is dormant and nature reclaimed the area – this will be a fantastic attraction for the area.
	

	
	
	

	
	CH – strongly in favour of this.  This is the highest point in the area and on good weather views across to Halifax and Pennyghent.  An excellent spot for birdwatching.  Every high hill in Yorkshire has a folly and if this isn’t a folly what is.  There is actually very little visual intrusion as there are stone walls across the Dale .  
	

	
	
	

	
	RG – this will blend in very, very well.
	

	
	
	

	
	CS – NE wouldn’t be objecting as the landscape is so very big and this is an insignificant element in the landscape.
	

	
	
	

	
	LP – it is important that this is a project that local people want and have worked with.  We should be supporting it as it is a project for the future.
	

	
	
	

	
	IG – this is very attractive, mirroring what was done at Stonehenge – a world heritage site.  Very eye pleasing.  Enclosed and then opening up in from of you – very effective.  We need to look for new opportunities to bring people in to the Dale.  The Upper Dale is full of stone walls so what is the problem.
	

	
	
	

	
	DA – the planning authority has a balancing act to achieve.  The development plan is to protect the natural beauty and this proposal challenges that.
	

	
	
	

	
	BN – there is tarmac to allow for disabled access – wheelchairs are able to move through the spirals.
	

	
	
	

	
	CS – however it isn’t fully DDA compliant.  Transport and car parking is insufficient
	

	
	
	

	
	CH – the car park for the Lime Kiln is never over full and that is a small-scale development.  The DDA requirements are to do the best you possibly can.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr Garnett bought the discussion to a close by thanking everyone for their contributions and acknowledges that there are many elements to this proposal that have to be taken into consideration.  However, the JAC would like to acknowledge their support for the application.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	7.0
	Burley Bridge
	

	
	PB presented details of the proposed application to build a footbridge/bridleway over the River Wharfe between Otley and Denton to access land to the North.  This is part of the Rights of Way improvement plan.  The proposal has received planning application previously and been renewed twice before it is now due to be renewed again.
	

	
	
	

	
	CH – the stepping stones which form the current right of way are slippy and frequently partially submerged.  The River can rise by  2 feet rapidly and Health and Safety is a consideration with this application.  However the proposal has got out of control what started out as a simple walking bridge has become a large structure out of scale to the area.
	

	
	
	

	
	LP – horses will not walk happily across the bridge as it is proposed.
	

	
	
	

	
	TW – is concerned that the bridleway part of the bridge will provide access to motorcycles to the land to the north.
	

	
	
	

	
	The JAC are visiting the site during the afternoon to discuss further.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	8.0
	Planning Matters
	

	
	Since April the AONB Executive has been involved in informal discussion on a number of planning issues.  These include: renewable energy development with a farmer; a agricultural build at Langbar; wind turbine at Norwood which has been approved and discussions with NYCC regarding the removal of hedgerows in a bid to develop better procedures for such work.
	

	
	
	

	9.0
	Reports from Partners
	

	
	
	

	
	TW – Fire risk is rising on the moorland
	

	
	
	

	
	GM – John Edwards has now retired from NYCC. Cllr Garnet expressed her thanks to John on behalf of the JAC and said how he will be greatly missed.
	

	
	
	

	
	CF – visitor numbers are up by 20% - which was partly influence by Easter falling earlier.  It’s increasingly difficult to get money out of visitors so they need to be more an more innovative.  Surveys are showing that customers are making the most of free natural beauty attractions in the area.
	

	
	
	

	10.0
	Dates of Next Meetings
	

	
	
	

	
	15th October 2009
	

	
	21st April 2010 
	

	
	8th July 2010
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