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JOINT ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN DARLEY

ON THURSDAY 15th OCTOBER 2009

	Ref:
	Subject


	Action by

	1.0 Attendance
	Present:

Harrogate Borough Councillors: Mr I Galloway,  Mr N Simms, Ms C Hill, Mr R Grange, Cllr M Atkinson, Cllr L Ellington,

Mr C Fowler (National Trust)

Ms C Storey (Natural England)

Mr B Davies (Natural England)

Mr A Smith (NFU)

Mr C Hawkesworth (Parish Councils)

Ms L Potter (CPRE)

Mr T Wheelwright (Moorland Association)

Mr M Lowsley (Ramblers Association)

Mrs E Stead (Friends of AONB)

Mr M Stanton (Country Landowners Association)

Officers Present:

Mr P Burgess, Mrs S Parker, Mrs L Fox, Mrs M Wilby, Mr C Slator  (Nidderdale AONB)

Mr G Megson (NYCC)

Apologies

Mr D Allenby (HBC)

Cllr H Garnett (NYCC)

Mr D Adamson (Friends of AONB)

Mr J Corfield (Nidderdale Chamber of Trade)


	

	
	
	

	2.0    Nominations
	Nominations were received and those in the following list were duly elected.
	

	
	Chair 
Cllr Nigel Simms

Proposer – County Cllr Heather Garnett

Seconder – Cllr Richard Grange
	

	
	Vice Chair

County Cllr Heather Garnett

Proposer – Cllr Les Ellington

Seconder – County Cllr Paul Richardson
	

	
	Special Interest Group Member of the Executive

Tom Wheelwright

Proposer – County Cllr Heather Garnett
	

	
	Parish Council Member of the Executive

Chris Hawksworth

Proposer – County Cllr Heather Garnett
	

	
	Harrogate Local Strategic Partnership

County Cllr Heather Garnett

Proposer – Cllr Ian Galloway

Seconder – Cllr Margaret Atkinson
	

	
	Delegate to the Trustees of the Knabs Ridge Community Fund

Cllr Richard Grange

Proposer – Cllr Les Ellington

Seconder – Cllr Margaret Atkinson
	

	
	Delegate to the Dales LEADER Management Team

Cllr Margaret Atkinson

Proposer – Cllr Nigel Simms

Seconder – Cllr Ian Galloway
	

	
	
	

	3.0
	Declaration of interest

None
	

	
	
	

	4.0
	Minutes of the meting held on 1st July 2009

Members had not received these minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5.0
	Matters arising from the minutes
	

	
	Item 6.0 Public Art Project at Greenhow – this was discussed in July and the meeting were keen to support the project.  Subsequently planning permission has been granted and the project is sourcing funding.
	

	
	Item 5.0 Yorkshire Peat Project – since July the Memorandum of Understanding between partners has been concluded and work is ongoing on Stean and Grimwith Moors.  Both were heavily gripped in the 60s and 70s and a detailed study has been carried out funded by the Peat Project.  Contractors are ready to go pending final agreements with agents.

Three fifths (108km) of Stean will be completed this winter at a cost of £300,000.

85km at Grimwith, costing £250,00, will be done this winter. Both projects are due for completion in 2010. Funding is being provided by YWT, Natural England, and the Yorkshire Dales National Park.

Tom Wheelright reiterated his concerns regarding the lack of involvement with owner/occupiers.

Marion Wilby, Farm Conservation Officer noted that Peat Project representatives have been invited to give a presentation to a meeting in November of moorland owners and managers. 
	

	
	
	

	6.0
	Service Delivery Plan

Presentations updating members on the 2009-2010 financial year Service Delivery Plan for the AONB Officer Team.  Presentations included – Ripon MOP, Environmental Stewardship, CSF Project, SINCs, Sustainable Tourism Charter, Rights of Way Project.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	7.0
	Uplands Entry Level Scheme 
Presentation by Rachel Webster of Natural England offering members an opportunity to review the latest proposals for UELS.
	

	
	
	

	8.0
	National Association for AONBs Annual Conference

The theme of the conference was ‘Diamonds in the Landscape” with various guest speakers drawing parallels between the 1949 Act and the current situation.  The CEO of the Heritage Council and Natural England both spoke.  The conclusion was that AONBs are very good value for money and that we must realise that all of our actions have implications on the landscape. 

In summary the message from the conference was that the environmentalists need to seize the moment – past achievements are no guarantee of future success.
	

	
	
	

	9.0
	Planning Matters
	

	
	PB reported on planning applications that the JAC had commented on since July: Hanson have put in an application to move their offices and processing plant to a new location in the quarry.  An environmental impact assessment is taking place looking at noise, dust and biodiversity.  The AONB has asked NYCC to ensure that a carbon budget be included in the EIA.

A proposal for a new farm workers dwelling at Warsill was not supported as it was too big and in the wrong place.

A proposal for an agricultural barn downstream of Summerbridge received JAC support, but objections were submitted in respect of two equestrian developments (in Darley and Padside).  The JAC indicated strong support for a hydropower proposal in Mickley – it will be the largest of its type in the country.
	

	
	
	

	10.0
	Reports from partners
	

	
	G  Megson, NYCC – the Countryside Services has a new assistant director, Andrew Harper, and a new head of service, Richard Walker.

A landscape character assessment is underway in North Yorkshire
	

	
	
	

	
	E Stead, Friends of Nidderdale AONB – membership is continuing to grow.  Events are ongoing, and the Enterprising Farm Award for 2009 was won by Studfold Farm.  The first annual Friends Conservation Award was presented at Ripley show to a cooperative group working at Old Slenningford.  The Friends are very grateful to Marian Wilby who encouraged Farmers to enter these awards.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	C  Fowler,  National Trust – Visitor numbers are continuing to rise and its been the busiest year since the NT took over at Fountains Abbey 24 years ago – this activity is reflected across heritage sites in general.  However, although visitor numbers are rising it is becoming increasingly difficult to get these visitors to spend money.  Reports from holiday cottages and B&Bs confirm they are also finding it difficult at the moment.

Europarc is all about working together and creating links and is a real opportunity to join up beauty spots.  Now is the time to use those links.
	

	
	
	

	
	M Stanton, CLA – Struck by CH’s comments from the NAAONBs particularly the point about living, working and playing in the countryside.  MS expressed his concern about contractors, and ensuring that conservation programmes create local jobs.
	

	
	
	

	
	M Lowsley, Ramblers Association – Mr Lowsley informed the meeting that his RA position is changing, but that he will continue to represent the RA on the JAC.
	

	
	
	

	11.0
	Dates of Next Meetings
	

	
	
	

	
	21st April 2010 
	

	
	8th July 2010
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