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JOINT ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD AT SAWLEY VILLAGE HALL

ON THURSDAY 23RD APRIL 2009

1.0 Attendance

	Present:
	Harrogate Borough Councillors: Mr L Ellington, Mr I Galloway, Mrs M Atkinson, Mr N Simms, Ms C Hill, Mr R Grange

	
	Mr M Stanton (Country Landowners Association)

	
	Ms K Knight (National Trust)

	
	Ms C Storey (Natural England)

	
	Mr D Adamson (Friends of Nidderdale AONB)

	
	Mr D Dickinson (Parish Councils)

	
	Mr A Smith (NFU)

	
	Mr B Davies (Natural England)

	
	Mr P Richardson (NYCC)

	
	Mr C Hawkesworth (Parish Councils)

	
	Ms L Potter (CPRE)

	
	Mr T Wheelwright (Moorland Association)

	
	

	Officers Present:
	Mr P Burgess, Mrs S Parker, Ms M Wilby (Nidderdale AONB)

	
	Mr G Megson (NYCC)

	
	

	Apologies
	Mr D Allenby (HBC)

	
	Mr M Lowsley (Ramblers Association)


	Ref:
	Subject


	Action by

	2.0
	Declaration of interests
	

	
	None
	

	
	
	

	3.0
	Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 5th February 2009
	

	
	No changes
	

	
	
	

	4.0
	Matters arising from the minutes
	

	
	Minute 6.0 – PB reported that the Management Plan had been formally approved by Natural England, Hambleton District Council and Harrogate District Council.  Approval by NYCC and Richmondshire District Council is awaited.  Pending final approvals it will be printed and circulated shortly thereafter.
	

	
	
	

	5.0
	The future of farming in the Yorkshire Dales 
	

	
	Presentation by Greg Ricketts from Andersons Farm Consultants. 
	

	
	The report is available from the AONB’s website or from the AONB office.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr Heather Garnet, Chair offered her thanks to Andersons and asked for questions from the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	The impact of agri environment schemes may result in a shortage of livestock.
	

	
	
	

	
	D Adamson – asked the Committee to consider lobbying government for realistic support for the farming industry.
	

	
	
	

	
	Greg Ricketts responded that the impact of lobbying shouldn’t be underestimated and there is definitely a need for increased lobbying to encourage government to take advantage of current legislation.
	

	
	
	

	
	D Adamson suggested this could be done by the AONB family as a whole and P Burgess offered to raise it at the AONB Conference in the Summer.
	

	
	
	

	
	C Hawkesworth –suggested unpaid labour used to support and subsidise the farm business is unsustainable and that there may not be a future in farming.  He argued that the forecast decline in public subsidy will be an important ‘tipping point’ in the future of the countryside. Tourism is a poor substitute: he reported that although more people are out and about within the area they are spending a lot less money and taking advantage of free days out.  He also warned that the AONB may receive a lot less funding in the near future.  He proposed that there is a need for fundamental lateral thinking amongst the AONB family and this should be discussed at the AONB conference in the Summer.
	

	
	
	

	
	Farming is a way of life and farmers will keep going regardless.  A lot of farming land is being lost to road building, planting in meadows, tree planting – AONB policy on supporting tree planting is taking land out of agriculture.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr Garnett reminded the meeting that Nidderdale AONB is part of a national body with clout and that there is an opportunity at the AONB Conference to raise these issues.
	

	
	
	

	
	Paul Burgess advised the committee that the value of the public sector support for farmers is going to decline and it is vital that we continue to support the farming community with free advice to farmers etc.
	

	
	
	

	
	Greg Ricketts supported this, advising the committee that there is a real need to ensure the farming community is kept aware of all the funding and support that may be available to them.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr Garnett reminded the committee of the huge amount of success the AONB Team has had in bringing in and holding onto resources – SITA, CSF, Parish Caretakers, Ripon MOP, SINC Project, Rights of Way Officer, Heritage Projects etc and on behalf of the Committee would like to thank them.


	

	6.0
	Review of 2008/9 & Service Delivery Plan for 2009/10


	

	
	Paul Burgess presented a review of the past 12 months and looked forward to the coming year (see reports attached).


	

	
	He highlighted the fact that there will be significant restraints on public spending and we need to consider how we can reconfigure our work to be appropriate and relevant to the changing times i.e. climate change, sustainable tourism etc.


	

	
	The plans going forward are ambitious – with only 3 full time staff in the office we depend heavily on our volunteer networks with whom we have good relations.  There contributions are increasingly valuable to the success of our work.


	

	7.0
	Memorandum of Understanding with Natural England and the AONBs local authorities
	

	
	PB outlined the new Memorandum of Understanding that will be based on a more mature relationship between Natural England and AONBs.  It sets out what the local authorities will do in support of AONB Management Plans in return for funding from Natural England.

95% of funding from Natural England will be based on the 2007-2008 support figures.  The remaining 5% will be bid for giving us the opportunity to demonstrate deserving need for it.  That negotiation needs to take place over the next 12 months.


	

	8.0
	Planning Matters

There are approximately 10% fewer planning applications being received by the Planning Office since January.  Since January the JAC Executive have been considering weekly summaries of the applications in or affecting the AONB area.  Although no significant comments have been made we are aware of a number of issues. In particular the situation at Cross Gates Quarry where enforcement officers are working with other agencies to improve the look of the quarry.


	

	9.0
	Reports from Partners
	

	
	T Wheelwright – Moorland Association – Fire Plans are in progress and will shortly be complete for Nidderdale
	

	
	RWE Npower Renewables: a local grant scheme has been created to support environmental projects in villages surrounding the wind farm, and a Management Organisation has been put in place for Parishes to work with.  The Funding Committee is being put together and will include an AONB Representative.  


	PB

	
	D Adamson – Friends of Nidderdale AONB – Have a 20% increase in member numbers on last year and ½ of our subscribers undertake volunteer work.  The Low Dam project is nearing completion the Friends are launching a new conservation award for smaller landowners who are not eligible for the established Farm Award.  The Annual Meeting of the Friends will take place on 27 April.


	

	
	D Dickinson – Parish Councils – would like to express their appreciation of the Parish Caretakers scheme and hopes that it will continue.


	

	
	C Hawkesworth – Harrogate District Strategic Partnership – the Youth Programme in Pateley Bridge was the main beneficiary of monies received.


	

	10.0
	Arrangements for the 1st July 2009 AGM
	

	
	 The business meeting will take place from 10.00am and will be followed by an afternoon of site visits. 
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