[image: image1.png]'&;l
—— Gy, S gy

e
NIDDERDALE

Area of
Outstanding Natural
Beauty




  Sustainable Development Fund   [image: image2.png])
Tk

~ ¢ < \\\‘.‘
NS VR
>

YORKSHIRE DALES

MILLENNIUM TRUS'I)




Guidance Notes

What is the Fund?

The Sustainable Development Fund (SDF) is a pot of money available to individuals, businesses, local authorities and community groups to fund sustainable new business ideas and community projects that benefit the special environment of the Nidderdale Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 

The aim is to make the Fund accessible with a minimum amount of beaurocracy. 

Types of project we can fund: 

Projects must demonstrate ‘sustainability’; this means projects that will simultaneously benefit the environment, the community and the local economy. 
We are particularly interested in projects that include any of the following:

· involve young people and promote social inclusion

· promote urban/rural links

· encourage links between people from different backgrounds

· bring different organisations together to tackle rural problems in a spirit of partnership

· test new ideas and promote ‘best practice’

· develop models for sustainable management of the countryside 

· cannot be funded from elsewhere

We will consider projects from outside the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty if they can show a clear and direct benefit to the Nidderdale Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and its purposes.

What a SDF grant can fund: 

Grants are available for upto a maximum of 75% of the total project costs. Grants don’t have to be for a project in its entirety, they can fund parts of a larger project such as, feasibility studies, equipment, building works, publicity, staff costs, training and initiatives that raise awareness of sustainability, etc.

Your contribution can include volunteer time both skilled and unskilled and professional services. The value of “in kind’ contributions can also count towards the project eg: donated materials. 

We may be able to help you apply for grants from other organisations to ‘top up’ your SDF grant.

If you are successful in obtaining a grant from the SDF you must be sign up to our grant conditions. If you would like details about these or are uncertain about what a SDF grant can fund, please contact us.

We cannot fund projects that:

· do not further or support the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty purposes.  These are to:

1. Conserve and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage of the area

2. Promote opportunities for the understanding and enjoyment of the special qualities of the area

· have already started

· are the statutory responsibility of any agency, or are standard maintenance work

Who is eligible to apply?

Any individual, group or business.

Application deadlines

These are every three months but you can apply for a grant at any time. 

The Sustainability Checklist

This is designed so that you start to think about what you project will achieve towards sustainable development and the extent in which it meets the core criteria and priorities of the fund. The project is required to meet four main goals:

· social progress which meets the needs of everyone

· effective protection of the environment

· a diverse and prosperous rural economy

· careful use of natural resources

It is not expected that each project will fully achieve all of these objectives but projects must demonstrate that they meet at least one criteria in all three areas of sustainable development (environmental, social and economic).  At best projects must have a positive impact on sustainability, at worst be neutral. 

Environmental Sustainability criteria

· Conserving and enhancing biodiversity – the ecological richness and diversity of a place and the rarity of the species and habitat that is protected or created is the important factor
· Encourage the re-use of, or conservation of, buildings – eg: use of redundant buildings or buildings in disrepair
· Reduce, re-use or recycle waste or use recycled products – can be applied to any resource
· Minimise pollution to air/land and water - use of products or processes that have a minimal impact
· Provide/promote alternative transport networks to car use – eg: promotion of use of public transport networks, promotion of car-share, use of alternative methods of transport – cycling, walking
· Reduce use of fossil fuels – promote and develop alternative energy sources; for buildings, vehicles, communities
· Encourage energy efficiency in buildings and promotes prudent and/or efficient use of energy and natural resources with minimal waste production- eg: use of water, better insulation
· Increase use of sustainable building design and materials – either in new buildings or retro-fit eg: sheeps wool insulation, use of water butts, use of recycled stone, wood, plastics 
· Use traditional and/or local materials – to preserve the special qualities of the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, reduce transport costs and associated impacts of transportation of materials
· Protects distinctive manmade and landscape features 

· Protects the distinctive historic environment

Social Sustainability criteria

· Empower the community and partnerships to own the project through participation, devolved decision making and project development – involvement and/or support of the local community in the project and its development is a core criteria. 
· Work in partnership –eg: are other organisations, groups, individuals involved in the project
· Improve and increase community facilities and services  - eg: training courses, community buildings, community transport
· Help local social needs to be met locally – does the project fill a gap in service provision or support community needs eg: opportunities for young people, disadvantaged groups, rural housing 
· Provide increased opportunities for training and education helping to retain local skills – does the project  create or support training opportunities or fill a gap in local skills
· Improve access for all to culture, leisure and recreation facilities – eg: for groups or individuals  who currently don’t access the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty

· Support community based businesses and/or help schemes – eg: promotion and encouragement of social enterprise, help and advice schemes for local communities
· Support and encourage community engagement and/or volunteers –  eg: encourage all sectors of the community to become involved in community enterprises and activities

· Promote health, safety and welfare – in the home, at work, in the community eg; healthy eating, healthy living, physical activity

Economic Sustainability criteria

· Have an exit strategy – what happens after the grant aid funding for the project comes to an end

· Generate its’ own income - will the project generate revenue in any way, now or in the future in order to aid its long term sustainability

· Benefit the local economy – local sustainable developments should help to diversify the local economy and use local products and services wherever possible

· Contribute to local employment - will the project provide new jobs in the area or help to secure the long term future of existing jobs

· Contribute to development of local career structures or training programme -  new opportunities for locally employed people to further their employment prospects or provide new training

· Promote green business practice as a way of adding value to local business –does the project offer customers or users something different and individual (as well as green), eg: accommodation provider recycles all its waste, uses low energy light bulbs, uses local produce

· Encourage people to use local services – eg: involve the promotion of local services such as shops, local transport to both visitors and local communities

· Support ethical purchasing of goods, services and financial services – eg: establish or promote services offering ethical products and managed businesses

· Enhance competitiveness of business – eg: offer a new product/service, reduce costs due to implementation of energy saving devices 

· Add value to distinctive local produce – eg: local produce manufactured using environmentally friendly methods

What happens next?
This application is the first stage in applying for grant aid from the Sustainable Development Fund.
All applications will be assessed and applicants contacted within six – eight weeks of the closing date of each application round.  The closing date for your application is written on the attached application form. 

If your project is shortlisted for funding you will need to work the project up to the stage where it is ready to start. We will advise you on what you need to do to reach this stage.

If you have any questions regarding the eligibility of your project please contact the SDF Officer to discuss your project before submitting this form
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If you have any queries please phone the SDF Officer on 01423 712950

or contact Nidderdale AONB, Council Offices, King Street, Pateley Bridge, Harrogate. HG3 5LE


