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JOINT ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD AT NIDDERDALE HIGH SCHOOL

Wednesday 30th March 2011  at 10am

	1.0 Attendance
	Present
	Harrogate Borough Councillors:  Nigel Simms, Margaret Atkinson, Ian Galloway, Christine Hill, Les Ellington, Cllr Richard Grange

	
	
	North Yorkshire County Councillors:  Heather Garnett, Paul Richardson, John Fort 

	
	
	John Corfield (Nidderdale Business Association)

	
	
	Keith Wadd (Ramblers Association)

	
	
	Chris Fowler (National Trust)

	
	
	Neil Pinner (Yorkshire Water)

	
	
	Cllr Chris Hawkesworth (Parish Councils)

	
	
	Andrew Smith (NFU)

	
	
	Claire Storey (Natural England)

	
	
	Linda Potter (CPRE)

	
	
	Mike Stanton (CLA)

	
	
	Douglas Adamson ( Friends of NAONB)

	
	
	David Martin (Natural England)

	
	
	Susan Briggs (Tourism Network)

	
	Officers
	Paul Burgess, Leanne Fox, Val Harker (AONB)

	
	
	Graham Megson (NYCC)

Dave Allenby (HBC)



	
	Apologies
	There were no apologies



	
	Notification of substitutes 
	Keith Wadd representing the Ramblers Association in place of M Lowsley

	NS welcomed the speakers, Susan Briggs and David Martin to the meeting



	2.0
	Declaration of Interest


	C Ha declared an interest in item 8



	3.0
	Minutes of meeting held on 09.09.10
	Were agreed as a correct record

	4.0
	Matters arising from the minutes
	PB reported that Alex Sjipestjein is now working for Solway Coast AONB & Sarah Kettlewell has returned from maternity leave for 2 days per week as AONB Officer. A 3 day per week post is being advertised at the moment for someone to work alongside Sarah.



	5.0
	Green Marketing network for the Yorkshire Dales
	PB introduced Susan Briggs, the Director of the Tourism Network, who has been employed on a short term contract to lay the foundations of a business-led sustainable tourism forum in the dales.



	5.1
	Susan Briggs
	Susan explained how the Tourism Network aims to help businesses be sustainable in tourism by reducing waste, limiting travel, keeping visitors longer and contributing to the local community economically.  The three main outcomes of this would be:

· Make it easier for businesses through accreditation to the Green Tourism Business Scheme

· Make it profitable by incurring minimum investment i.e. encouraging visitors to pay to experience activities that are taken for granted locally.

· Make it enjoyable for visitors by offering a premium product / experience.

A meeting aimed at developing a network of businesses, with a talk and activities will be held at Grassington on 6th April for businesses in tourism (50 businesses have already indicated they will be attending).

Susan’s temporary contract ends on March 31st but she indicated she will be continuing as a volunteer.



	5.2
	Comments
	The following comments were made:

· There is scope for links with Friends of NAONB, D Ad to speak to SB after the meeting.

· There may be potential to extend the Bilton to Ripley cycleway  into Nidderdale 

· The Government have indicated that tourism businesses will be expected to fund themselves for what has previously been funded by government as money is no longer available.  Therefore it is essential to involve all businesses as it is unfair when a few businesses pay and all benefit. 



	5.3
	Questions and answers
	There then followed a question and answer session with the following questions being asked:



	
	Q
	Are there any projects which could provide job prospects for young people?

	
	A
	There will be opportunities for young people to learn.  There could also be enterprises created for young farmers.

	
	Q
	How are the events and offers advertised?

	
	A
	Through Welcome to Yorkshire (WTY), press releases to national and specialist media, on the website, through social media (twitter) and on business websites.

	
	Q
	What support could be given to local businesses in regard to planning?

	
	A
	We can signpost whether there might be a market / need for the business if it is new.

	
	Q
	It sounds disappointing that only the traditional market is involved.  Is there any scope for outdoor activities providers?

	
	A
	WTY has a network of outdoor providers who are involved in the project.

	
	
	

	
	
	Thanks were extended to SB for the presentation.



	7.0
	Restoring Hay Meadows


	PB explained that the YDMT haytime project to restore hay meadows is being extended from the YDNP into Nidderdale.  David Martin from Natural England Habitats team then gave a presentation about the project.



	7.1
	David Martin
	David gave a power point presentation which demonstrated why there has been such a loss of plant diversity in hay meadows and explained the conservation importance of restoring the meadows. Images were shown of successfully restored hay meadows in the YDNP, and of the machinery used in different restoration methods.

David exlained that funding is being sought from LEADER and the Greenhow biodiversity fund for the Haytime Nidderdale project.  The Wharfedale Naturalists have also offered to help with surveys and seed collection.



	7.2
	Questions,  answers & comments


	There then followed a question and answer session as follows:



	
	Q
	For those who, due to adverse weather conditions and costs, make haylage or silage rather than hay is it still possible for them to take part in the project?

	
	A
	It is possible but the crop would have to be left longer before cutting.  An advisor would give recommendations in this case.

	
	Q
	Is there any way to prevent trees being planted in meadows?

	
	A
	There is no planning control, however, if the land was in an agri-environment scheme the advice would be not to plant trees.

More education is required on issues such as tree planting, this could be highlighted in the Friends / AONB newsletters.



	
	
	NS gave thanks to DM for his presentation



	7.0
	AONB Delivery Plan


	PB highlighted the main points in the previously circulated delivery plan:

	7.1
	Funding
	Management of all AONBs is being transferred from Natural England to DEFRA from April 1st.  It has been confirmed that there will be a cut of 5.4% to the budget for this year. One big saving this year has been to issue the residents newsletter by email rather than printing and posting hard copies.

  PB gave the conclusion to the funding cuts as follows:

· The cuts are less severe than anticipated

· There is more time to draw down more grant aid

· The Government is very supportive – Julian Smith had indicated he was impressed after talking to the JAC executive.



	7.2
	Last year
	PB gave an overview of the last year:

· Environment Stewardship work has continued – Marian Wilby has assisted in drawing down £1,500,000 in grant aid

· River Nidd Catchment Partnership – 2nd phase from April

· Hydro power – there are 10 schemes in development, some of which have been encouraged by AONB.

· Barry Slaymaker’s resignation has resulted in reduced assistance from the office to the Friends and Tree Wardens (however, the Friends are now running with more voluntary help and The Tree Wardens have joined with the Friends and are thriving) 

The Annual Review will be published in July



	7.3
	New Delivery Plan
	PB highlighted the main points:

· A Special Planning Document is being prepared on small scale renewal energy installations

· A development control policy for the AONB is being prepared by HBC LDF team

· Partnership working is being pursued to attract funding from HLF

· It is intended to set up a wildlife watch group for young people in Pateley Bridge in the coming year.

· The YDNP funding cuts should not impinge on the AONB and partnership working should not be affected.



	8.0
	Planning Matters
	PB circulated a table of planning consultation responses from Oct 2010 – March 2011 which were noted.



	9.0
	Reports from partners


	

	
	Friends
	Have put in a bid to LEADER for funding to employ a part-time person to develop Firm Friends.  

Financial support has been given to the ramblers bus which runs on a Tuesdays and Saturdays from July to Sept.

Assistance has been given with planting 7,200 trees in Backstone Gill at Lofthouse.



	
	NYCC
	Due to a restructure the Countryside Service is now under Waste Management



	
	Natural England


	CS reported that, due to re-organisation, this would be her last JAC meeting

	
	National Trust Fountains Abbey
	Had the 2nd busiest year ever last year.

Won Ackrills Green Tourism Business Award.

Have applied to install a ground source heat pump under the car park for the visitor centre.  When the  car park is re-instated more spaces will be created along with more cycle park spaces.

JF congratulated CF on the recent works which have been carried out on the lake.



	
	CPRE
	LP requested that more consideration be given to wind turbines in view of the nuclear fallout in Japan



	
	Yorkshire Water
	NP reported on the footpath improvements at Swinsty and Fewston reservoirs which include a link to the new Washburn Heritage Centre.  Also, the toilet blocks at both Swinsty and Scar House reservoirs have been refurbished using locally sourced materials



	
	County Cllr HG
	Reported on Nidd Gold, which is aimed at helping local organisations to celebrate the Olympic year.  A steering group has been set up which is compiling a calendar of events.  Some organisations are theming their events around the Olympics.  If anyone has any events to be included in the calendar please contact HG.



	
	Parish Councils
	C Ha reported on the concerns over the planning suggestions made in the LDF and asked for an update on the latest situation. D Al replied that all the comments received had been incorporated into a report which is available on the website. No decisions have been made as yet.



	
	CLA
	MS reported on the fact that farmers income has stood still for 16 years while cost keep rising.  He stressed the importance of investing in the countryside through Sustainable Developments



	
	Ramblers Association
	KW reported that as there is now no support form NYCC for the voluntary working party, that group has now disbanded.  KW enquired whether the AONB could ask for continued support from NYCC.  It was agreed that NS write to the local MP to stress how crucial funding for leadership for voluntary organisations is and the withdrawal of such funding will result in losing vital services being offered by volunteers.

Plans for a footbridge in Burley in Wharfedale have been re-submitted for a lighter bridge without high sides, therefore it will blend in better with the surroundings and horses will still ford the river.

	10.0
	Date of next meeting
	7th July 

 Draft itinerary includes a visit to dam construction site at Birkby Knabb followed by a tour of Grantley Hall estate.
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