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This letter of thanks to the AONB Team from the Friends of Sawley Wildlife Garden
sets the tone of this year’s Annual Review:

“Dear Colin and The Gang,
Thank you for your time and effort on Tuesday.
The fencing and clearing work has been much admired
and is greatly appreciated

Best wishes,
Ted Flexman and The Friends”

The work carried out by the Friends at Sawley, funded from the AONB’s Enhancement
Scheme and supported by our own Nidderdale Conservation Volunteer Group, was one of
27 separate practical conservation projects in the 2004/05 financial year carried out by the
Group that are making a real difference to the quality of the AONB’s environment.
You will find details of these and other projects in the Review.

Looking through this account, I am especially pleased to see that landowners, volunteers
and the wider community have been involved in this work because it suggests that natural
beauty is as important to everyone else as it is to us.  It was very clear to me that our
message is getting across to a growing number of people judging by the success of the
second annual AONB Standing Conference held on a Saturday morning in November
2003.  Although it clashed with the final of the Rugby World Cup in Australia, more than
100 delegates from community organisations throughout the AONB and on its immediate
borders, including Parish Councils, debated with Lofthouse homeowner Janet Street-
Porter, lamented the inadequacy of rural public transport networks and welcomed news of
progress on many fronts throughout the AONB.  And those who had decided to watch the
game on video during the afternoon tried to avoid hearing the half-time score!

As you digest the information contained in the Review, it is worth remembering that 2003/
04 was only the AONB Team’s second year of operation following the award of increased
resources for the AONB from central Government in the wake of the Countryside and
Rights of Way Act (2000).  An even more ambitious programme of work to 2009 is
contained in the AONB’s new Management Plan, the production of which, as you
will see, involved a wide cross-section of people during 2003/04.  When you have
had an opportunity in the coming months to examine the new Plan, we hope you
will share our sense of expectation for the future.  In the meantime, I commend
this Review of 2003/04 to you.

Councillor Les Ellington
Chair, Nidderdale AONB Joint Advisory Committee
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Stephen Huxley, Figurehead
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Nidderdale AONB is situated on the eastern flanks

of the Pennines in North Yorkshire.  The western

boundary of the AONB follows the watershed with

upper Wharfedale whilst the southern boundary in

lower Wharfedale follows the course of the River

Wharfe close to the West Yorkshire towns of Ilkley

and Otley.  To the east of the AONB are Harrogate,

Ripon and Masham.

The scenery in the western half of the AONB is

dominated by heather moors that contain some of the

most famous grouse shoots in the country.  They are

remote and wild places, often bordered by gritstone

crags overlooking the upper valleys formed by the

AONB’s rivers.  They are internationally important for

their flora and fauna, contain a rich and extensive

historic environment and provide endless opportunities

for enjoying the countryside.
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Local authorities are responsible for the management

of the Nidderdale AONB.  It is wholly within the area

administered by North Yorkshire County Council and

the majority of the AONB is within Harrogate District.

A smaller area of land in the north of the AONB is

within Richmondshire and Hambleton Districts.  The

Government Office for Yorkshire and the Humber is

responsible for regional delivery of national Govern-

ment policies and programmes affecting the AONB.

Nidderdale AONB policy and its programmes of

conservation work are overseen by a Joint Advisory

Committee.  The Committee provides a link between

regional outposts of Government agencies, the local

authorities and the local community to ensure that

environmental and other policies followed by other

organisations complement the objectives of AONB

designation.  The Joint Advisory Committee also

oversees the work of an AONB Team which is funded

by the Countryside Agency with support from local

authorities including North Yorkshire County and

Harrogate Borough Councils.

In 2003/04, the Team comprised:

Paul Burgess AONB Officer

Sarah Kettlewell Assistant AONB Officer

Chris Jones Access Officer

Barry Slaymaker & AONB Ranger

Colin Slator (Job Share)

Mary Jones Administrative Assistant

(3 days/week)

Keir Brown Tourism Officer (on behalf

of Bowles-Green Ltd.)
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Looking down the valley from Middlesmoor to Gouthwaite reservoir
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The production and distribution of the Annual Review is

part of an ongoing process of monitoring and reflects

the responsibility shared by the Joint Advisory

Committee and the AONB Team to account for their

work.  The Review contains a description of work

carried out by the organisation and a financial summary

of income and expenditure.

The Annual Review does not contain an analysis of

the wider impact of this work on the wider landscape.

This task will be undertaken when data being collected

against Performance Indicators contained in the

AONB’s Management Plan 2004 - 2009 (see our

website  www.nidderdaleaonb.org.uk) are analysed.

The Indicators are designed to detect progress towards

conserving natural beauty which is the overriding aim

of AONB Designation.  They are intended to measure

the quality of the following attributes of natural beauty:

� farmed landscape;

� biodiversity;

� historic environment;

� enjoying the countryside.

The effort to maintain and enhance natural beauty

throughout the life of the Management Plan is shared

between the Joint Advisory Committee, the AONB

Team and many others including landowners,

community groups, Government agencies and local

authorities whose work in partnership towards the aim

of designation will be evaluated in a report to be

produced in 2008/9.
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The primary purpose of the designation of all 41

AONBs in England and Wales is to conserve natural

beauty.  In doing so however, account must be taken of

the needs of rural communities and the local economy,

and appropriate provision made for recreation.

Following the award of enhanced status and funding for

AONBs in the wake of the Countryside and Rights of

Way Act 2000,  the Countryside Agency developed a

set of AONB Core Functions designed to ensure that

all AONBs follow a common agenda.  They cover

3 main areas:

� promoting the designation;

� managing and co-ordinating actions designed to

meet the aims of designation;

� obtaining funding and other resources to facilitate

implementation of AONB Management Plans.

All AONBs receive central Government funding that

helps meet some of the costs associated with carrying

out these core functions.  Other funding comes from

local authorities and grant schemes such as the

National Lottery, the Landfill Tax and the European

Union.

The AONB is a working landscape.
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A new AONB Management Plan was produced during

2003/04.  It is the first statutory plan for the AONB

following new procedures laid down in the Countryside

and Rights of Way Act (2000) which placed an obligat-

ion on local authorities connected with AONBs to

prepare and review AONB Management Plans

every 5 years.
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The 2004-2009 Management Plan:

� is organised around 3 crosscutting themes
(Landscape, Community and Economy);

� contains 55 policies and 103 actions;

� allocates lead agency responsibility for each
of the actions to 21 different organisations;

� was prepared under the guidance of a
Management Plan Review Steering Group
comprising members of the Joint Advisory
Committee and others elected by the AONB
Standing Conference;

� involved over 75 delegates from the
Committee’s partners in helping to determine
the key issues covered in the draft;

� was amended in draft following analysis of the
responses to 3000 questionnaires and the
views expressed by over 200 children primary
school children in the AONB;

� was approved for public consultation by the
Committee in July 2003 and sent to 115
organisations for comment;

� was amended and produced in its final form
in March 2004.

The ‘Vision’ for the AONB in 2024 contained
in the new Plan envisages an AONB where:

� stewardship of natural beauty is a priority
for everyone;

� tranquillity and opportunities for quiet
enjoyment of nature are protected;

� biodiversity is valued for its own sake;

� the legacy of the historic environment is
celebrated;

� “local distinctiveness” is maintained;

� The livelihoods of local communities
are protected.

Thruscross reservoir from Ratten Row
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Joint Advisory Committee meetings are held in

village halls and other venues across the AONB.

The Committee met 3 times during 2003/04:

9 April 2003 at Woodhouse Farm, Winksley

Members debated proposals for an AONB Trust,

a revised remit for the AONB’s Access Working

Party, AONB threshold signs and procedures for

public consultation on the Management Plan.

Members also approved the 2003/04 work

programme for the AONB Team;

16 July 2003 at Pateley Bridge  This was the annual

meeting of the Committee which re-elected the

Chairman and Vice Chairman.  Other business

included the Annual Review for 2002/03 and the

draft AONB Management Plan;

12 November 2003 at Kettlesing Village Hall

Members received a report on a tourism strategy for

the AONB, on a range of planning matters and on

progress with the Management Plan.
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The second AONB standing conference was held on

Saturday 22 November at Sawley Village Hall near

Fountains Abbey.  The aim of the conference was to

raise awareness of the work of the AONB amongst an

audience who have had little contact with the AONB’s

JAC and the AONB team.   The event was attended by

120 people, nearly doubling the previous years

delegate numbers.

The keynote speaker at the event was Janet Street-

Porter.  Her lively presentation generated a range of

questions from the audience.  The discussion exam-

ined opportunities for young people in rural areas,

public transport provision and alternative energy

sources.

An illustrated account of what has been achieved in

the AONB over the past year was given by the AONB

Team and members of the community who have been

working as volunteers on conservation projects.

!�"	
�#�	
���

This scheme was set up

in July 2003 to raise

awareness and under-

standing in children,

aged 7-12 years, about

environ-mental and land-

scape issues.

The scheme was organised and managed jointly by

Nidderdale AONB and the British Trust for Conserv-

ation Volunteers, a national conservation charity.

Funding to run the scheme was provided through

grants obtained by the Yorkshire Dales Millennium

Trust and the Countryside Agency.

Regular workshops have been held throughout the year

focusing on a wide range of topics.  Between work-

shops a task was set for the children to complete so

that they could continue to develop their learning.

Tasks varied from local studies, poetry and imaginative

writing to more practical tasks such as identifying trees

and undertaking garden bird surveys.  Support from the

scheme was excellent with between 10 and 20 children

attending the workshops and parents keen to be

involved in supervising the groups.

Highlights in 2003/04 (the first year):

� 18 two hour workshops were organised;

� 30 children regularly attended the workshops;

� 504 learning hours were completed by the
children attending the workshops;

� 1 newsletter was produced for the Young
Rangers.  200 copies were distributed
around local schools and libraries;

� exhibition material was produced to promote the
scheme at local events and agricultural shows.

Kirkby Malzeard Young Rangers “painting the countryside”.
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This group is convened by DEFRA and comprises

representatives of the Dales, Moors and Peak National

Parks, Nidderdale and Howardian Hills AONBs,

regional representatives of the Countryside Agency,

English Nature, Forestry Commission and the

Environment Agency together with Yorkshire Forward.

Its purpose is to coordinate work by these agencies in

promoting sustainable development in rural areas

across the region.  The Group met 3 times during

2003/04 to review progress with a range of initiatives.
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The National Association for AONBs (NAONB) was

formed in 1998 as an independent organisation to act

on behalf of AONBs in England and Wales.  Nidderdale

has been a member since its inception and plays an

active part in both the Association and the AONB Staff

Forum, a group closely allied to the Association com-

prising officers working in AONB Teams around the

two countries.

Workshop Title Kirkby Malzeard Darley
Young Rangers Young Rangers

Introducing 28 July 1 August
the Young Rangers

Trees and Hedges 8 August 15 August

Humps and Bumps - 22 August 1 September
discovering our archaeology

Bird Box making 27 September 13 September

Recycling 11 October 25 October

Pond Dipping 8 November 22 November

Christmas Party 13 December 13 December

Tree Planting 17 January 14 February

Being a Nature 13 March 27 March
Reserve Warden

AONB representatives attended the following
Association and Staff Forum events:

� NAONBs National Conference held in July in
Sussex was attended by the Chairman and
Keir Brown;

� Paul Burgess attended an NAONBs seminar
on renewable energy in September;

� Keir Brown attended an  NAONB seminar
on sustainable tourism in November;

� the AONB Team attended Northern AONB Staff
Forum group events in May (North Pennines
AONB) and November (Solway Coast AONB). A derelict barn being renovated for reuse.

A Darley Young Ranger examines her “pond dip”.
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The AONB has been instrumental in establishing two

community conservation groups:

Greenhow; here, with the help of the Yorkshire Wildlife

Trust’s Community Liaison Officer, the villagers

formed a group that is now working to protect the

special flora and fauna of the area and to restore

some of the dry stone walls;

Washburn Wildlife Advisory Group was formed to

help conserve the southern part of the AONB that

lies within the Wharfedale Naturalists’ recording

area.  Members of Wharfedale Naturalists and of the

Bradford Ornithology Group are contributing to

promote the importance of the wildlife of the area

and have set up a constructive relationship with

Yorkshire Water which is a major landowner.

Several meetings have taken place and members of

the group have worked alongside AONB volunteers

to assist Yorkshire Water with conservation projects.

The sharing of information on important wildlife

habitats is enabling landowners, tenants and

contractors to work more sensitively to

protect a range of wildlife species.
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The Committee draws together a range of historic

environment specialists with an interest and knowledge

of Nidderdale AONB.  2 meetings were held during

2003/04 and the Committee has agreed to hold

meetings on a quarterly basis in 2004/05.  Discussions

focus around the development of projects relating to

the historic environment including potential Local

Heritage Initiative applications.  The Committee is also

leading on the production of a Historic Environment

Strategy which will guide the AONB and others in

their work.

An ambitious programme of work for 2004/05 is being

developed and overseen by the Committee.
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Over the past year £40,000 of Enhancement Scheme

funds were distributed to support 30 projects in

the AONB.

Highlights in 2003/04:

� 1,113 trees planted;

� 6,500 hedgerow trees planted creating 1,085
metres of new hedgerow;

� 4 wildlife projects including the AONB Barn Owl
Scheme which has installed 26 artificial nest
sites;

� 5 interpretation and information projects which
have produced leaflets, interpretation boards
and information provision sites;

� 2 archaeological surveys completed and
reports produced;

� 2 day building surveying training course;

� 2 historical features restored and consolidated.

Near Greenhow Hill up the dale from Pateley Bridge.
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Tree Wardens are an

enthusiastic group of

volunteers who work with

their local communities

throughout the AONB to

promote trees and wood-

land.  They have been

helping their parish

councils with tree

“problems” on roadsides,

tree issues related to

planning applications,

and Tree Preservation Orders.  In Clifton the local Tree

Wardens have instigated the planting of a new hedge

round the Village Hall grounds assisted by local

residents and Tree Wardens from other parts of

the AONB.

Tree Wardens attended training workshops on tree

identification (summer and winter), woodland manage-

ment, woodland ecology, propagation, tree planting &

aftercare, and woodland surveying.

As well as helping with a number of tree planting

projects, Tree Wardens have assisted with woodland

management, directed enquiries to relevant sources

of grant aid, and carried out survey work to assess

the current state of trees, hedges & woodland in

their parishes.

2001/02 2002/03 2003/04

No. of AONB 10 14 15

parishes with Tree

Wardens (from a

total of 23 parishes)

Tree Wardens adopt- 15 25 30

ed by parish councils

Active Tree Wardens 19 40 43

& volunteers

No. of Tree 3 7 8

Warden training days

No. of trees planted 100 2,600 1,600

Planting projects 2 3 3

Tree planting at Knott House.Close-up wall building.
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The Nidderdale Dry Stone Walling Group was formed

in the Autumn of 2003 and is a small and enthusiastic

team.  Starting with a series of basic skills training

workshops led by a local professional waller, members

of the group have developed their expertise to include

special techniques such as stile construction, and

walling on steep ground.  Training included an

appreciation of the history of wall boundaries and

fieldwork with a local archaeologist, and a visit to the

‘Millennium Wall’ at Shibden Hall.  Additional training

opportunities are planned to further extend the

group’s skills.

The group will concentrate on repairs to walls in the

AONB associated with wildlife habitat conservation

work, particularly Sites of Special Scientific Interest

(SSSI) and Sites of Importance for Nature Conservat-

ion (SINC), and where the integrity of a wall boundary

is an important element in the preserving both the

natural and cultural heritage.

Good progress has been made on rebuilding a wall at

Thornthwaite Common, at the Woodland Trust property

at Gillbeck, on repairs to walling at Fishponds Wood in

Bewerley, and at Old Spring Wood at Summerbridge.
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This group enjoys doing practical conservation work

out and about in the AONB.  Their work is improving

wildlife habitats and assisting public enjoyment of the

countryside.  The volunteers contribute many hours of

their time on a regular basis and make a real difference

to nature conservation.

Highlights in 2003/04:

� the average of 9 regular volunteers in 2003
increased to 13 in 2004;

� the volunteers met 27 times over the year;

� the work of the volunteers totalled the
equivalent of 230 working days;

� 21 different sites benefited from conservation
work;

� the group helped at 2 nature reserves on the
fringes of, and 1 within, the AONB;

� work included dry stone walling, footpath
improvements, scrub clearance, hedge-
laying, constructing nest boxes, woodland
management, and waymarking footpaths.

Highlights in 2003/04

� 13 training days;

� 67 people attended training days;

� 9 wallers trained;

� 94 total No. of volunteer work days;

� 70 metres of rebuilt/repaired wall.

Wall repair work near Leighton reservoir.

A section of laid hedge.

A section of wall before repair, Lindley.Hedge planting at Clifton.
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4 initiatives were supported during the year to promote

a better understanding of wildlife, conservation and the

landscape of the AONB:

Natural History

In conjunction with the Nidderdale Community

College at Upper Nidderdale High School, a series

of evening lectures and fieldwork on Natural History

was organised.  With assistance from AONB

Rangers, specialist speakers were commissioned to

talk on subjects including geology, weather, trees,

mosses, fungi and birds of prey.  The series is

scheduled to continue through the Summer Term

on topics including bird identification, moorland

ecology, pond life, mammals, flowering plants and

butterflies & moths.  To date the lectures have been

well attended and the combination of classwork and

fieldwork has proved popular.

The course was designed to help build an under-

standing of how the Nidderdale landscape has been

shaped by human influence correlating what can

be seen on the ground with historical maps & doc-

uments.  Dr. Muir is a foremost authority on

landscape history and has written more than 50

books on the subject including research work on

the local landscape.  The course was heavily over-

subscribed and will be repeated in September/

October 2004.

Reading the Landscape

During March and April the AONB commissioned

Dr. Richard Muir to deliver a weekly evening lecture

on ‘Reading the Nidderdale Landscape’, and to

conduct fieldwork on 3 weekend afternoons.  The

course covered 7 themes: the historic character of

Nidderdale; ancient trees, woodland, forest and

parks; historic roads and trackways of Nidderdale;

reading field and hedgerow patterns; villages and

farmsteads; landscapes of worship, and; aristocratic

landscapes.

Conservation

Discussions with Craven College on the develop-

ment of a course entitled ‘Caring for the Countryside

of Nidderdale AONB - theories, practice and skills of

conservation’ have resulted in the College sched-

uling the practical components of the course from

the Autumn of 2004.  The course will embrace

factors that have shaped the present-day landscape

(e.g. geology, climate, vegetation, soils); the human

influence (farming, industry, settlement, roads &

routes); an introduction to the main land uses in the

AONB, how they are managed, and the implications

for wildlife conservation; the importance of habitats,

species diversity, and wildlife protection; and prac-

tical skills in such as grassland management,

woodland management, gardening for wildlife.

Modern Apprenticeship Scheme

The AONB has negotiated with the Yorkshire Dales

Millennium Trust and North Yorkshire County

Council to set up an AONB-based Modern

Apprenticeship in Countryside Management.

Initially, 1 trainee will be appointed in 2004.
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Pateley Bridge from St Mary’s Churchyard

Brimham Rocks; limestone flora; fungi on leaf litter.
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The Joint Advisory Committee is consulted by the local

planning authorities on major developments in the

AONB.   Consultation responses are dealt with by the

Chairman and Vice Chairman (except where the local

authority’s consultation deadlines coincide with

meetings of the Committee).  During 2003/04, the

AONB commented on 11 planning applications made to

Harrogate Borough Council and 1 application to North

Yorkshire County Council.  The AONB objected to 6,

but did not object to the remaining 6.
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The ‘Navigating

Nidderdale project

is funded by the

Countryside

Agency and the

EU’s Objective 2

programme.  Its aim

is to improve the sustain-

ability of existing businesses by developing new

opportunities for growth and expansion in a way that

does not detract from the AONB’s environment.

In 2003/04 this project:

� created a programme of short-break activity and
special interest holidays based on
local serviced accommodation;

� established a short break booking system with
Bewerley Park Centre for Outdoor Education;

� established a customer database with over
500 entries;

� distributed 15,000 promotional leaflets;

� attracted the national and regional press to a
launch of the short break programmes;

� organised a market segmentation workshop for
tourist businesses;

� set up a Visitor Payback Scheme with the Joint
Promotions Initiative;

� devised a Disability Discrimination Act audit
procedure and surveyed 10 tourist businesses.

Fountains Abbey (World Heritage Site); learning to sail; birdwatching.
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Learning to rock climb on ‘Fag Slab’ at Brimham Rocks.
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The second year of the access project, jointly funded

by the Countryside Agency and NYCC, have seen

more improvements on the ground to the Rights of

Way network.  There has also been a need to address

the problem of  illegal motorbiking and, by bringing

together different agencies and individuals, the project

has seen some real progress in managing the problem.

The project has also continued to promote alternatives

to the private car, providing information and suggesting

walks linking bus stops.

The AONB negotiated with North Yorkshire County

Council who agreed to provide 100% funding for

the project in 2004/05.

In 2003/04 this project:

� published 2 walk leaflets (‘Crackpots Mosaics
Trail’ and ‘Masham Leaves’) adding to AONB’s
walk series;

� influenced 2 new parishes to join NYCC’s
Community Paths Initiative;

� helped fund, produce and distribute 10,000
AONB public transport visitor information
booklets including new routes linking bus stops;

� organised 24 volunteer days working on rights
of way in AONB (equivalent to 1,440 work
hours over the year).  This involved a range of
volunteer groups including Trailblazers and the
British Trust for Conservation Volunteers;

� resurfaced 4km of path, installed 1 motorbike
barrier, 8 stiles, waymarked 5km of Rights of
Way, and cleared 7km of vegetation;

� commissioned local contractors to do works on
Rights of Way resulting in 14 new stiles and 8
gates installed, 17 new finger posts installed, 1
set of steps and 1 bridge reconditioned;

� organised a working party to look at ways of
reducing the impact of illegal off-roading in
Upper Nidderdale and chaired 4 meetings;

� installed and monitored 1 trial vehicle barrier
on a bridleway in the Scar House area;

� installed 5 ‘No motorised vehicle’ signs on
bridleway routes;

� designed 4 information boards, informing
visitors of the status of routes in the Upper
Nidderdale area;

� secured commitments from 3 parish councils to
join a Parish Caretaker Scheme;

� convened and administered 4 meetings of the
Access Sub-committee, responded to
3 Government consultation papers.
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A bike barrier admits walkers and horseriders but keeps motor cyclists out.
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An application submitted in 2002/03 secured £98,000

of funding from English Heritage and the Countryside

Agency’s Aggregate Levy Sustainability Fund to

support a range of community and heritage projects

in the small village of Greenhow.  The fund was

augmented by £25,000 from North Yorkshire County

Council and £15,000 from Harrogate Borough Council

together with donations from Bewerley Parish

Council and private landowners.

By completion in March 2004 this project’s
outputs included:

� an archaeological survey of lead mining
remains around Greenhow Village;

� 3 exhibitions and a slide show to display the
findings of the archaeological survey ;

� development of an Industrial Heritage Trail
based on the information provided by the
archaeological survey;

� range of improvements to the route of the trail
including: 4 lambing gates, 5 sets of stepping
stones, 2 kissing gates, 8 gates, cattle grid and
fencing, 3 new stiles and 3 finger posts, install-
ation of a bridleway bridge and substantial
surface improvements;

� production and distribution of a ‘Heritage Trail’
walk leaflet;

� 5 outdoor interpretation boards positioned
along the route of the trail;

� 8 exhibition panels;

� creation of a new play area in
Greenhow village;

� 1 outdoor interpretation board in
Greenhow village;

� 365 metres of dry stone wall repaired.

Repaired lych gate reddication ceremony at Greenhow
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Remains of Toft Gate Lime Kiln; aerial view of lead mine shafts; inside Coldstones
Quarry, (all at Greenhow).



15

����
�	���� �
����
(2003/04 Financial Year) (2003/04 Financial Year)

Salaries (including National Insurance, 106,889.62 Countryside Agency 15,1214.00

Superannuation, Travel and Training)

Accommodation and equipment 8,179.85 Harrogate Borough Council 52,713.31

North Yorkshire County Council 33,489.81

Partnership Budget 4,248.50 European Regional 17,148.00

Development Fund

Management Plan Production Costs 1,492.97 British Trust for Conservation 3,960.00

Volunteers

Partnership Running Costs 23,768.40 Aggregate Levy 92,713.26

Sustainability Fund

Other 8,129.28

Tourism 48,213.50

Greenhow Project (ASLF) 92,713.26

AONB Enhancement Scheme 41,016.89

Young Rangers 10,086.92

Walling Group 1,849.31

Tree Wardens 37.44

Admin 2,0871.00

����� 359,367.66 ����� 359,367.66
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Oak woods in spring leaf, Dallowgill.
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